REFORM


HISTORIC OF THE CONCEPT

French specialized dictionaries do not define the term "reform". On the other hand, the TLF (Trésor de la langue française
) provides interesting hints. If the most general definition is close to the current meaning "A modification carried out with an aim of improvement" (the civil code reform, for instance), some old significances are also pointed out, which are to oppose to the idea of "progress": "Change carried out for the re-establishment of a primitive or old form", as it is the case for monastic or religious reforms. A meaning related to the putting out of use of some worn stock in the military or administrative fields is also to be found. It is thus possible to state  that, in French-speaking culture, the repairing character of any reform or innovation - to make up for a dysfunction - is based on this double significance of the term. 

DEFINITION

All the authors agree on the idea that reform, "emanates from the institutional authorities" (Cros, 1996:19), of the "central power" (Finkelzstein & Ducros, 1996:32). It targets "fundamental changes in the directions of school policy" and is "articulated with a broad design of social change" (Finkelzstein & Ducros, op.cit). Most of the time, it proposes general objectives without always specifying the processes and methods which allow to reach them (ibdem). We would say that any reform is still characterized by a strong will of centralization, planning, generalization and standardization, which can be seen through decisional mechanisms (top down) and, when planned, processes of implementation.

EXAMPLE

Reforms in education are numerous: reform on programs, plans aiming at the introduction of computer science at school: for instance, the « Informatique pour tous » and “brevet de capacité informatique et Internet”  projects, in France. 
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