EDUCATIONAL PORTAL


HISTORIC OF THE CONCEPT

The origin of the educational portal is to be found in Internet portals, which started  appearing about two years ago. Portals are modular tools allowing to configure interactive Community Web sites and are opensource and available for free. Inspired by weblog technologies, by simple content management systems as well as by sharewares allowing to share files or calendars, these portals show interesting characteristics to be used as support to rich teaching and learning scenarios; this explains their use in the educational field. 

DEFINITION

An educational portal can be defined as a central Web page which brings together a certain amount of resources (bricks of information and services). When the user reaches a resource, only part of the interface changes. The system can thus be seen as a kind of "cockpit" whose central view changes, but in which instruments remain. 

Educational portals are mainly open source (mostly using Apache-MySql-Php). 

Their main functions are: content management, knowledge exchange, arguments exchange, project management and support, knowledge management, community management. 

In a teaching context, using an educational portal is rather simple. The teacher designs a teaching scenario (or a set of scenarios when the project is broader) and gives a detailled description of the various steps in the work process. 

Each step includes at least an "elementary activity" for which it is necessary to choose at least a supporting tool. 

EXAMPLE

http://tecfaseed.unige.ch/ : a bilingual center of exchange and collaboration for socio-constructivist pedagogies on the Internet.

You will find a certain amount of teaching and learning portals (primary and secondary school as well as academic levels) as well as portals dedicated to communities at http://tecfaseed.unige.ch/.

 The systems mentioned in this article are:

· http://tecfaseed.unige.ch/tdh/ - Terre des Hommes - La voix des jeunes 

· http://tecfa.unige.ch/proj/seed/wiki/index.php/Cyber2OsCalvin - Biology Class

· http://tecfaseed.unige.ch/staf18iris/ - Staf18 courses on exotic hypertexts 
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