Communication Sciences Thematic Network
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN ESTABLISHING A THEMATIC NETWORK 

1.	Context
In September 1995, a Subject Evaluation Conference for Communication Sciences was organised by the SIGMA Group. At this Conference, a small group was delegated to prepare an application to establish a Thematic Network under SOCRATES-ERASMUS, Action 1, for the field of Communication Sciences. This group, representing the interests and opinions of the participants in the Conference, and following consultation with other colleagues, in particular the coordinators of ERASMUS ICPs, has prepared the following proposal. This proposal is the result of a preparatory meeting, circulation of main points to the above colleagues, and revision through electronic mail discussion. 
2.	Subject area: Communication Sciences
This subject area is broadly defined throughout Europe, encompassing a range of fields of study from Cultural Studies to Marketing and Public Relations. The working group has decided to retain the dominant practice in most Institutions of using this term to refer to the study of communication and communicative practices in the Human Sciences, in particular using distinctive interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary approaches. The practical skills of communication are not excluded from these approaches. Thus the definition centres on the existing SOCRATES - ERASMUS subject category 15. Generic fields such as social sciences, technology or computing where communication is a contingent object of study or application are excluded, although it is expected that the results of the Thematic Network's projects would have widespread application in academic and professional worlds. The Thematic Network would include the following areas of study and would be organised in such a way that each area could develop its own Sub-group within which to pursue its own specific concerns:
Þ	Media Studies, 
Þ	Cultural Studies, 
Þ	Communication Studies (linguistics/psychology/sociology), 
Þ	Film Studies, 
Þ	Information and Library Studies, 
Þ	Journalism, 
Þ	Museum and Heritage Studies, 
Þ	Writing and Publishing, 
Þ	Public Relations, 
Þ	Marketing and Advertising, 
Þ	Multi-media and Pedagogics. 
3.	Membership
Membership will be open to any HE institution, recognised as such by the national government, with Associate Membership offered to Academic and Professional Associations. Initial membership will be by invitation accompanied by an open call for applications. Applications received without invitation will be subject to a quality assessment. All participating institutions belonging to Subject Area 15 ICPs and those which took part in the SIGMA Subject Evaluation Conference will be expected to form the core membership. The Network will incorporate Subgroups for each of the subject areas included in the broad category of Communication Sciences as listed above. All EU and EEA member states will be represented in the membership, and institutions from any new, associate or prospective member state wishing to participate will be considered, subject to SOCRATES funding regulations .
4.	Organisation and structure
The Thematic Network will be coordinated by Michael Dawney of Middlesex University, London, UK, supported by a Steering Committee of 6 members. A Forum will take place twice yearly in which the Committee will be joined by a representative from each of the Special Interest Sub Groups.
Communication with members will be through a range of uses of the internet and in particular the World Wide Web, including a bi-monthly Newsletter, established using COMNET, and a variety of subscription based on-line discussion groups, including one for each of the Special Interest Sub Groups. Some Discussion Groups would be established for students from participating institutions and would form the basis for cross Europe ODL and joint curriculum packages, including special programmes for Masters and research students in highly specific subject areas that would not be sustainable in a single University.

5.	Projects
The Thematic Network will be established to participate in the following specific projects for which funding is applied. Those planned for the initial 3 year funding period are as follows:

5.1.	 Year 1 
To establish a Thematic Forum for Communication Sciences, using electronic communication. This would include a bi-monthly Newsletter. The facilities of COMNET will be used, at least initially. The Forum would be organised to permit specialised discussion within the subgroups and to develop student access.
5.2.	Year 1/2 
To arrange a Conference to evaluate the prospects for the field within the European context over the next decade. The primary aim will be to bring together academics and representatives of National and Trans-European private and public enterprises and organisations, including public sphere cultural organisations, in order to identify the competences likely to be required in the workplace over the next ten years. The approach would be to establish a dialogue in which academic, intellectual and socio-political considerations would be considered alongside an assessment of employment needs.
5.3.	Year 1/3 
An exchange of pedagogic strategies including teaching schemes would be established, probably using WWW. An online database of case studies/ syllabuses would be established, using a model format which would be developed. The main uses expected for this would to enable the comparative European dimension to be accessed easily for our own teaching but also to facilitate the comparison and evaluation of pedagogic practice in the field across Europe. The database could then be developed into a tool for the development of a Joint Programme such as a Masters in European Communications Sciences
5.4.	Year 2/3 
An expert group would be established to make a comparative study of assessment strategies in the field of Communication Sciences across Europe. A report would be produced together with documentation which would be intended to introduce a level of transparency into the assessment and pedagogic process and thus assist in the transfer of credit, and in comparative quality assurance.
5.5.	Year 3 
Finally, the Network would seek to establish a European Association in the field of Communication Sciences (including related fields such as Media Studies). This body would be expected to carry forward the activities started by the Thematic Network.
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