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This learning guide is part of the IDtension tutorial for creative authors. It is used to manage a training session on IDtension, either for self training or in a class setting. It is used in conjunction with the Tutorial Documentation (Structure_Tutorial.ppt).

The tutorial is a hands-on: Each author that learns how to use IDtension needs a computer with IDtension installed. The installation is either the standard installation or the developpement installation, based on Eclipse. In a class setting, authors can work in pairs (two people by computer).

Step 1: Play with The Mutiny

It includes reading the introduction video and play one or two times with The Mutiny. 

Step 2: Get an overview of the tutorial

The tutorial is based on a simple story called Shalima (Urs Richle), written in a succession of parts so that the learner progressively acquires complex and abstract concepts. The first parts are very easy, but enable to handle the various authoring files. More complex structures are introduced in further parts, with associated exercises for the author.

Step 3: The authoring environment

Editing a scenario in IDtension involves three files:

· The structural diagram, which represents goals, tasks, obstacles, values, and their interconnections. This Powerpoint document is a design document only. For the Tutorial, all these schema are in the file Structure_Tutorial.ppt.

· The structural data: It is the formal transcription of the above diagrams. Each scenario (tutorial parts) has its own "structure.xml" file, that contains this structure. These files are located in the sub-directories of "scenarios".

· The textual data: it is the material that is used in the Graphical User Interface, to express actions and dialogs. It consists on a series of imbricated templates, that is pieces of sentences with blanks dynamically replaced during execution. These files are located next to the structure files, and are named "expression.csv". These files are more easily viewed and edited with OpenOffice. When opening these files with OpenOffice, be careful to select the following options: 1) Unicode (UTF-8) as character set, and 2) "semi-colon" (not "coma") as separator.

These files are accessible directly in the Eclipse environment, in the left panel.
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To execute the scenario, either launch tutorial.bat (tutorial.sh on MacOs) on the file system, or select the "Tutorial-idtension" launch configuration (in the run sub-menu:   ).

Step 4: The 12 parts

This is the core of the tutorial. Each step consists of:

· Viewing and commenting the structure diagram in the Structure_Tutorial.ppt file.

· Executing the corresponding scenario and observing the difference from the previous part. See the  table below.

· Observe the corresponding structure.xml (and the difference with the previous structure file)

· Observe the corresponding expression.csv (and the difference with the previous expression file)

· If specified in the following table, perform an exercise by modifying the authoring files.

Table of observations and exercices:

	Part
	Observation
	Exercise

	HW
	
	Change "fight with Peter" to "give Peter 50 pounds"

	2
	
	Change the probability of failing when fighting Peter to 0.2

	3
	
	Add a third task: hypnotize Peter

	4
	Look at the interface, and how characters are highlighted (clickable)
	

	5
	
	Add a fourth character

	6
	
	Add a 3rd WISH (SOUHAITER)

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
	
	

	11
	
	

	12
	
	


One the twelve parts have been tested and tuned, the author has a good overview of the IDtension structural elements and their use in a concrete story.

