The postgraduate diploma: STAF

Some landmarks:

Established in 1994 and totally dedicated to the educational technologies, this diploma is the first Swiss diploma in the field, which is organized in a mixed and hybrid mode combining course presentations and distance learning supported by an educational web site. In 1997, a real virtual campus developed within TECFA took the place of this inital web site.

The diploma is organized in two years (eventually 3 years) and includes different courses as well as a two-month internship and a dissertation. Each year more than 20 students are enrolled. The rate of certification is around 43%.

Insérer tableau

A necessary evolution

Many factors force us to go on a profound reform of this diploma. First of all, a significant augmentation of the teaching staff led to an internal reorganization. And then our source of recruitment has evolved. At the beginning, the diploma STAF welcomed many people in continuous education either from Switzerland or from foreign countries. Nowadays, many diplomas of this kind have been established in Europe, and our students are principally Swiss and more and more of them are from the second cycle. The evolution and extension of the field has consequently made it impossible for an institute or a department to cover the whole field. Therefore, we would like to open the curriculum to other fields of teaching which we would somehow not be able to offer by ourselves. Moreover, many colleagues who have suggested us to go into a network and put our teaching disposable to their partners have shared this wish. Finally, the educational technologies are under the pressure of a big professional demand: the evolution of technologies enforced the requirements of a good master of technologies in many engagements. Our students, who usually find a job after their internship, therefore have difficulty in finishing their dissertation and the second year. The balance between certificated education and qualified training should then be reevaluated.

The future of the diploma 

Thus, in the long run, the conception of the diploma and its organization mode would take a new face. Fundamentally, it involves going into the network (those of Quebec, France, Belgium, Holland and England) in order to share our teaching and open the diploma to other disciplines that TECFA does not treat, i.e. offering the possibility of a strong specialization in related fields.

To achieve this, we should render the "format" of the diploma compatible with that of our partners' teachings: gradually render some of the courses totally in distance and consider a semestrialisation of teaching and more flexible formats 

